Chesterfield Township School District
Referendum Date: December 13, 2005
Total Referendum: $19,558,778
Contact: Constance Bauer, Superintendent (609) 298-6900
or Louise Zoilkowski, Business Administrator (609) 298-0307

Burlington
K-6

With people moving into the community every day, the population in
the Chesterfield Township School District was on the rise. By September
2005, enrollment at Chesterfield Elementary School was 30 students
over capacity. As a short-term solution, the district installed temporary
classroom trailers. However, based on a demographic study, the condition was only expected to worsen.
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To address the problem, the district decided to present the community
with a $19.5 million referendum to build a new 60,000-square-foot
elementary school to house students in grades 3–6. In addition, renovations were planned at the existing elementary school, which would
then serve students in grades K–2 and children attending the preschool
handicapped program.
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Plan?

Since the district had presented the same proposal to the public two years
earlier and had failed to pass the project, Zander Consulting was hired to
develop and implement a comprehensive communications program.
Zander Consulting responded with an in-depth campaign that included project-focused publications, community engagement activities,
and public information events such as tours and open houses. Several
pages on the district website were also dedicated to the plan. In addition,
Zander Consulting staff assisted in the creation of a key communicators
group. This team of volunteers was charged with serving as ambassadors
within the community, explaining the needs behind the plan as well as
the project details. To reach as many voters as possible, an editorial was
also authored and published in the local press.
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The issues Zander Consulting faced on this project were significant.
First, the public refused to believe the projected enrollment increase
would come to fruition. Second, the tax impact for the project was
extremely high. Finally, the project was expected to cost $2 million
more in 2005 than it did in 2003 for the same scope of work. Although
this was simply the result of higher construction and materials costs,
it was difficult to communicate to this skeptical community. Ultimately,
despite the best efforts of the board, administration, and Zander
Consulting staff, district voters rejected the plan once again.

Nov. 22, 2005
Date: Tuesday,
.
Time: 7:30 p.m
nship School
Chesterﬁeld Tow
at
Media Center

n plan and will
d to the expansio
er session.
will be dedicate
of this meeting
question and answ to attend.
The beginning
followed by a
uraged
enco
al presentation
are
form
ents
a
de
resid
inclu
will follow. All
ness
busi
d
Regular boar
m or

call the expans

er
back back stuuf

•
•

•

financial fact sh

Construction of
a 60,000-squar
e-foot elementary
instructional spaces
school including
per
educationally approp
– General Classr State guidelines as follows:
riate
ooms
– Library/Med
ia Center
– Art Room
– Music Classr
oom
– Computer
Lab
– Gymnasium
– Cafeteria w/Stag
e & Kitchen
– Enrichment
and Resource Classr
– Child Study
ooms
Team
– Guidance
– Administrativ
e Ofﬁces and Facult
• Will serve
y Room
approximately
375 students in
• Built on 9.2
grades 3–6
acres of land adjace
• Building will
nt
accommodate
future enrollm
ent growth

eet

•

rﬁeldsc hoo l.co
rmation .
Visi t ww w.ch este -298-2997 for more info
at 609
ion plan hot line

Zander Consulting, LLC
w w w. z a n d e rc o n s u l t i n g l l c . c o m

Zander Sell Sheets.indd 5

3/16/07 2:47:37 PM

